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Question 1: Outline the number of years that Rip was asleep and what happened to Dame Van Winkle after Rip disappeared.
Rip Van Winkle is a short story authored by Washington Irving which was published in The Sketch Book in the late 1810’s. Although the narrative regarded as a German folktale, its origins are attributed from the pre—Revolutionary in Netherlands.  The main character was mainly referred to as Rip and he practiced farming. Most of the time, he would take a stroll in the Catskill Mountains. While he was wandering, he stumbled upon a group of dwarfs who were performing ninepins. They offer him a drink of liquor and Rip accepts their offer then promptly falls asleep afterwards. After 20 years, Rip becomes conscious and discovered he had grown old and had grown a beard (Adams, 2011). 
Meanwhile, the individuals that he met while strolling had left. Rip went back home only to find that many things had changed. Also, Rip found that his wife died and his children had become grownups. Besides, George Washington's portrait replaced King George III's. However, Rip narrates his about his experiences when he encountered the dwarfs from Catskill (Irving, 2015). 
Question 2: Determine Rip’s personality flaw and how it adds to the story and the understanding of Rip as a representative of one aspect of American culture.
Although Rip’s personality flaw was lack of industry, he was kind and gentle soul well embraced within his community. Rip was not lazy because he was ready to work for additional hours and even help his neighbors with daily chores (Irving, 2015). However, Rip preferred different types of productive labor. For instance, Rip would stand to make money from his farm or any other commercial activity, but he was unwilling to put in the effort. As a result, the fences in his farm often fell to pieces and animals could damage crops. Due to the negligence, his farm had weeds grow quickly compared to anywhere else. Rip’s lack of industry contributes to his misadventure and later his disappearance. Therefore, he might not have slept for 20 years when working on his farm rather than wandering in the mountains.
Question 3: Discuss why Young Goodman felt compelled to take his journey into the forest
The reader might not ascertain the reasons why Young Goodman felt compelled to make his journey into the forest in the opening paragraphs of the story. However, Hawthorne cleverly creates a sense of urgency on the journey. Hawthorne skillfully outlines how Faith attempted to dissuade her partner to make his journey to the forest. The partner replies by stating that his journey into the forest will only take place during the day.
Meanwhile, the journey has to take place because it plays a significant role when one grows up to become an adult. The journey into the forest can be perceived as a coming-of-age initiation story. As a result, Young Goodman discovers more about human nature, unlike any other individual.
Question 4: Discuss the reasons why YG Brown dies an unhappy man.
With the experience that Young Goodman obtained in the forest, he becomes an unhappy man. Young Goodman was known for his use of ambiguity even though Hawthorne is unable to illustrate whether the events were fictitious or real. Despite Young Goodman having experienced either real or fictitious events, the effect on Brown is the same. As a result, YG loses faith and lives a miserable life. YG Brown dies unhappy because he sees sinners everywhere; he trusts nobody (Irving, 2015). Therefore, Hawthorne asserts that "No verse of hope can be carved on his tombstone."
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